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Who is KAMU?
The Kansas Association for the Medically Underserved (KAMU) is the
federally designated Primary Care Association (PCA) of Kansas.
Founded in 1989, KAMU represents a diverse group of organizations and
membership including public and private nonprofit primary care clinics,
Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs), local health departments,
rural health clinics, community mental health centers, and private
individuals who have a keen interest in service for Kansas’ underserved
populations. Together, these clinics are known as the Kansas Safety Net.
All KAMU member clinics provide care to individuals regardless of their
ability to pay.
As the PCA, KAMU is required to provide training and technical
assistance for Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs). KAMU also
provides these services through funding from various sources, including
private foundations and legislative appropriations, to members who do
not have FQHC status.

What is the Kansas Safety Net?
The Kansas Safety Net is made up of FQHCs
and clinics across Kansas with a mission to
assure access to comprehensive health care
for underserved populations, regardless
of their ability to pay. Our members differ
in funding sources and organizational
structure, but they all share these
important values: a spirit of community
and a belief that healthy families and
communities are possible with appropriate
access to comprehensive care.
In addition to providing affordable health care, these clinics contribute
to economic development and job growth in some of the state’s highest
need areas. Some clinics are the largest employer in their community.
Safety net clinics also support the local economy by keeping their
patients healthy and on the job.
KAMU’s mission is to grow and strengthen the clinics so that all Kansans
will have a health care home where people receive comprehensive
primary, dental, and behavioral health care that covers the spectrum of
preventive, acute, and chronic health care needs. This health care home
is defined by sustained relationships. Patients of these clinics receive
care from people who know them. Together, they create a partnership
for healthy lifestyles.
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Who is in the Kansas Safety Net?
Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) are community-based,
nonprofit or public organizations that provide services to people who
lack access to other health care, including those without insurance and
residents of rural and underserved areas. These health care services are
available to all people, regardless of their ability to pay. FQHCs utilize a
sliding fee scale, which reduces fees for low-income individuals. FQHCs
receive federal grant funding under Section 330 of the Public Health
Service Act.
Primary Care Clinics accept
uninsured and KanCare patients,
and some also accept Medicare
and privately insured patients.
They provide primary medical
care to all individuals, regardless
of their ability to pay, and utilize
a sliding fee scale. Some also
provide other services, such as
dental and mental health services.
Free Clinics provide primary medical care services only to uninsured,
low income patients. Some also provide other services, such as dental,
mental health, and specialty care. These clinics do not have a set fee
scale but ask for minimal patient donations for services.
Safety Net Dental Clinics accept KanCare and uninsured patients, as
well as those with private insurance. They provide primary dental care
services to all individuals, regardless of their ability to pay, and utilize a
sliding fee scale.
Funding for all KAMU clinics comes from various sources,
including but not limited to patient revenue, fundraising and
local contributions, local government grants, foundation grants,
state primary care grants, and federal grants. In 2017, the Kansas
legislature appropriated $7,055,272 in operating grants to safety
net clinics.
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Agape Health Clinic
Atchison Community Health Clinic
Bluestem PACE
Children’s Mercy West, Cordell Meeks, Jr. Clinic
Comcare of Sedgwick County
Community Health Center in Cowley County
Community Health Center of SE Kansas
Community Health Ministry Clinic
Crosswinds Counseling & Wellness
Douglas County Dental Clinic
Duchesne Clinic
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Greeley County Health Services
Guadalupe Clinic
Health Care Access
Health Ministries Clinic
Health Partnership Clinic
HealthCore Clinic, Inc.
Heart of Kansas Family Healthcare
Heartland Community Health Center
Hoxie Medical Clinic
Hunter Health Clinic
Hutchinson Area Student Health Services
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Marian Dental Clinic
Mayflower Clinic, Inc.
Mercy and Truth Medical Missions
Mercy Clinic - Linn County
PrairieStar Health Center
Rawlins County Dental Clinic
Saint Vincent Clinic
Salina Family Health Care Center
Southwest Boulevard Family Health Care
Swope Health Services
Turner House Children’s Clinic

KAMU has 50 members made up of 44 clinics that provide direct health care services, four mental health centers, and three
members who do not provide direct care, but support KAMU’s mission. In addition to the main clinic sites, medical and/or dental
services are provided at 44 additional satellite sites for a total of 88 access points throughout the state.
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Agape Health Clinic
Atchison Community Health Clinic
Bluestem PACE
Children’s Mercy West, Cordell Meeks, Jr. Clinic
Comcare of Sedgwick County
Community Health Center in Cowley County
Community Health Center of SE Kansas
Community Health Ministry Clinic
Crosswinds Counseling & Wellness
Douglas County Dental Clinic
Duchesne Clinic
E.C. Tyree Health & Dental Clinic
Family Service & Guidance Center
First Care Clinic
Flint Hills Community Clinic
Flint Hills Community Health Center
Genesis Family Health
GraceMed Health Clinic (Topeka)
GraceMed Health Clinic (Wichita)
Greeley County Health Services
Guadalupe Clinic
Health Care Access
Health Ministries Clinic
Health Partnership Clinic
HealthCore Clinic, Inc.
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Heart of Kansas Family Healthcare
Heartland Community Health Center
Hoxie Medical Clinic
Hunter Health Clinic
Hutchinson Area Student Health Services
Jefferson County Health Department
Johnson County Department of
Health & Environment
Kansas Statewide Farmworker Health Program
a voucher program with 105 access points statewide
Konza Prairie Community Health & Dental Center
KU Health Partners/Silver City Health Center
Lincoln County Medical Clinics
Marian Dental Clinic
Mayflower Clinic, Inc.
Mercy and Truth Medical Missions
Mercy Clinic - Linn County
PrairieStar Health Center
Rawlins County Dental Clinic
Saint Vincent Clinic
Salina Family Health Care Center
Southwest Boulevard Family Health Care
Swope Health Services
Turner House Children’s Clinic
Valeo Behavioral Health Care

While all members of KAMU work toward the same goal of serving the underserved and uninsured patients, there is
diversity in the services that are provided. Some of the services available at the clinics include, but are not limited
to primary medical care, dental, mental health, substance use disorder, obstetrics/gynecology, pharmacy, specialty
medical, enabling, and vision.
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Current Focus of KAMU Members
Patient Centered Medical Home

The patient-centered medical home (PCMH) is a way of organizing
primary care, emphasizing care coordination and communication to
transform primary care into “what patients want it to be.” PCMH is a
model of health care facilitating a partnership between patients and
their personal clinicians, and when appropriate, the patient’s family.
Care is enhanced through the use of registries, information technology,
exchange of health information and other means to ensure that patients
receive needed care when and where they need and want it, in a
culturally and linguistically appropriate manner.
At this time, 16 KAMU member clinics have achieved recognition as
PCMH through the National Committee for Quality Assurance. Many
others are working toward recognition.

Electronic Medical Records and Meaningful Use

At least 65% of KAMU member clinics utilize Electronic Medical Records
(EMRs), which are a digital version of the traditional paper-based
medical record. KAMU is working with about two-thirds of its member
clinics who use EMRs to achieve Meaningful Use. This process allows
clinics to gather dynamic clinical quality and productivity dates from
their EMR system.
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is offering
incentive payments to qualifying clinics to help offset the cost of
achieving Meaningful Use. By achieving Meaningful Use, providers
expect to experience benefits beyond financial incentives such as
reduction in errors, availability of records and data, clinical decision
support, e-prescribing and refill automation of prescriptions, and the
ability to interact within their health system.

Primary Care and Behavioral Health Integration

The Integration of Primary Care and Behavioral Health Care project’s
goal is to provide coordinated healthcare for individuals who are
patients of both the primary care clinic and a mental health center.
The integration model provides access to a team-based approach that
promotes whole health, improved care, improved patient outcomes,
fewer hospitalizations, decreased costs and supports the patient
centered medical home.
Currently 16 KAMU clinics are engaged in the integration of primary
care and behavioral health care. Through a grant from the Sunflower
Foundation, 10 of the 16 teams have attended Integration Training
provided by Cherokee Health Systems in Knoxville, TN.
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Getting to Know the Clinics in Your District
To learn more about the clinics in your district, you are encouraged to
set up an appointment with them.
When you are there, ask the clinic director any questions you may have,
such as:
99 Who does the clinic serve?
99 How many patients does it serve?
99 How many patients are low income?
99 How many patients are uninsured?
99 How many patients are children?
99 How is the clinic financed?
99 What is the per-patient cost for health care?
99 Where do patients receive specialty services?
99 Are behavioral health services provided?
99 Are dental services provided?
99 What hospitals do patients use?
99 What health needs remain in your district?
99 What challenges does the clinic face?
99 What are the primary successes of the clinic?
99 If resources were plentiful, what could the clinic accomplish?
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The Kansas Association for
the Medically Underserved
(KAMU) exists to achieve
equitable access to highquality health care for all
Kansans. As the Primary
Care Association (PCA) for
Kansas, KAMU supports
and strengthens its member
organizations through
advocacy, education, and
communication.
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