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Network of Kansas. 
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Visit our COVID-19 
Resources page for 
complete, updated 
information. 

Community Care 
Member Update 

Today’s Spotlight is on 
Salina Family Healthcare 
Center, which will have 
all COVID-19 booster 
vaccinations available at its facility on Monday, October 25. According to its social media campaign, “You 
do not have to be a current patient of SFHC to receive a booster. We won’t be scheduling appointments 
until Monday, but we’re looking forward to your call then.” 

Taking such a pro-active approach does not necessarily distinguish SFHC from other Kansas health 
centers, but Salina Family Healthcare Center regularly excels at reaching as many arms as possible 
throughout the current pandemic. A well-deserved pat on the back is in order. 

*  *  * 

Also on Monday, Heartland Community Health Center will begin seeing patients at its new location on 
West Sixth Street in Lawrence. The renovated health center will provide almost 10,000 square feet of 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
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additional space and will include family medicine, dental, behavioral health and psychiatry, an expanded 
food pantry, a drive-through pharmacy, and much more. 

Heartland is a prime example of how Kansas health centers continue to find new ways to increase access 
to care in the state. Good luck in your new facility! 

From KDHE/Governor’s Office/Statehouse 

Latest statistics: 428,816 positive cases, 6,211 deaths, 14,604 hospitalizations and 19 MIS-C cases (Multi-
system Inflammatory Syndrome in Children associated with COVID-19). Since Wednesday, there have 
been 1,893 new cases, 26 deaths and 83 hospitalizations reported.  

According to the Kansas WebIZ vaccination tracker (here), 3,075,164 doses have been administered in 
Kansas out of the 3,872,310 doses distributed. 1,631,607 people (52.8% of the population) have had 
their first dose; 1,340,048 (50.7%) have had their second doses; and 103,511 have had their third dose 
of the vaccine series. 

KDHE issued a KS-HAN today to all vaccine providers, Booster Dose for All COVID-19 Vaccines Now 
Authorized and Recommended. Read the HAN here. 

Kansas adopts CDC’s recommendations for Moderna and J&J booster shots. Read Governor Kelly’s full 
news release here. 

Highlights from Thursday’s COVID-19 Update for Local Partners webinar include: 

• Secretary Norman said KDHE remains committed to simplifying the messages coming from the 
federal government and various agencies. He noted progress in both testing and vaccinations, 
and thanked everybody for their continued hard work. 

• There are only eight Kansas counties that do not have substantial or high community 
transmission levels. 

• The seven-day rolling average for new cases is 671/day and for deaths is 4/day. 
• Kansas is monitoring 2,776 clusters thus far; 203 remain active (five in healthcare facilities). 
• The Travel & Exposure Related Isolation/Quarantine (here) is being updated to reflect 

international travel. 
• The next COCA call, What Clinicians Need to Know about the Recent Updates to CDC’s 

Recommendations for COVID-19 Boosters, will be from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. (CT) Tuesday, October 
26. To join the Zoom call, click here. Webinar ID: 160 396 8267; Passcode: 581643. 

• Pfizer pediatric is being added for ordering this week with ordering deadline of October 27, will 
be based on FDA guidance. FDA Advisory Committee is scheduled to meet October 26 and ACIP 
on November 2-3. Planning for distribution should be in active planning stages now. Weekly 
routine ordering survey is being updated to include pediatric doses. Most polls nationally and 
based on adolescent uptake, it is estimated initially that 30-40% of those 5-11 will line up for 
vaccine. Vaccine for 5-11 will be available to all enrolled COVID vaccine providers and expect to 
have a wide array of providers administering to these children. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.kansasvaccine.gov/158/Data
https://www.communitycareks.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/10.22.21HAN-ModernaandJJBoostersApproved.pdf
https://governor.kansas.gov/kansas-adopts-cdcs-recommendations-for-moderna-and-jj-booster-shots/?fbclid=IwAR3fKpUyYxbeGMqrkFcVvS7TR7gbAObzky4r8B9cH9v1epTE0_XvYMh-7sQ
https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/175/Travel-Exposure-Related-Isolation-Quaran
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1603968267?pwd=UXJzUThpbHJ3VHhnelF3ZWIMRzZnUT09#success
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• The vaccine for 5- to 11-year-olds will be a new product configuration with new packaging, new 
preparation, and a new NDC code. The current product for adults and adolescents should not be 
used in children. Pediatric and adult formulations are not interchangeable. 

• Packaging configuration will be in 10-dose vials in cartons of 10 vials each (100 doses total), 
pending FDA authorization. Product will arrive in updated product shipper at -80 C degrees. It 
can be stored for up to 10 weeks at 2-8 degrees and 6 months at -90 to -60 C degrees. There 
also will be a new pediatric ancillary kit with needles, syringes, diluent, alcohol swabs, limited 
PPD, and vaccination cards. Vials with orange caps are for kids 5-11 and used with diluent. Grey 
cap vials are for 12+ and no diluent is needed (this product is not yet available). 

• Regarding the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson boosters, it was noted that FDA has taken 
action to expand their use in eligible populations. EUAs are being amended to allow: 
o The use of a single booster dose of Moderna administered at least six months after 

completing the primary series for those 65 and older, 18-64 at high risk of severe COVID-19, 
or 18-64 with frequent exposure to SARS-CoV-2. 

o The use of a single booster dose of J&J administered at least two months after completion 
of the single-dose primary regimen to individuals 18 and older. 

o The use of mix-and-match booster doses in eligible individuals. 
o To clarify that a single dose of Pfizer-BioNTech booster administered at least six months 

after completion of the primary series to those 18-64 with frequent exposure to SARS-CoV-
2. 

o If you are not on the KS-HAN network but would like to (or if any contact information has 
changed), click here. 

• FDA VRBPAC will meet to recommend on the Pfizer EUA for children 5-11 on Tuesday, October 
26. The ACIP will meet November 2-3 to discuss and potentially recommend the Pfizer 5-11 
vaccine. 

• Kansas is being allotted approximately 96,000 doses in the first wave of shipments, although 
KDHE is uncertain what the weekly allotments will be after that. 

• The Delta variant remains the dominant variant in Kansas (and 99.6% as a nation and 99.9% in 
Region 7). 

• There are multiple over-the-counter self-administered options for COVID-19 testing. Diversifying 
your own supplies is recommended. Employer-based testing still is not part of the state’s Unified 
Testing Strategy, so supply requests should not be directed to the state as they cannot be 
fulfilled. 

• This week’s allocations for mAbs include 804 REGEN-COV, 410 BAM/ETE, and 228 sotrovimab. 
Providers should reject any mAbs for now; there will be a redistribution of unclaimed mAbs 
process moving forward. There were 161,680 doses of mAbs were distributed this week. FDA 
has granted an extension to the shelf-life from 12 months to 18 months for the Eli Lilly 
etesevimab product. 

• KDHE has a small quantity of mAbs for requesting from appropriate facilities. Contact 
Mike.Ncnulty@ks.gov. 

• CDC is offering flu vaccination training. For more information, click here. 
• The Public Health Collaborative has Halloween Safety Tips available here. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.kdheks.gov/it_systems/ks-han.htm
mailto:Mike.Ncnulty@ks.gov
https://www.train.org/cdctrain/course/1098790/
https://publichealthcollaborative.org/resources/toolkit-halloween-2021-safety-tips/
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From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  

CDC issued two early-release MMWRs today: 

• COVID-19 Vaccination and Non-COVID-19 Mortality Risk – Seven Integrated Health Care 
Organizations, United States (here), which found reinforcement of the safety profile of currently 
approved COVID-19 vaccines because there is no increased risk of mortality among vaccine 
recipients. 

• Severity of Disease Among Adults Hospitalized with Laboratory-Confirmed COVID-19 Before and 
During the Period of SARS-CoV-2 B.1.617.2 (Delta) Predominance – COVID-NET, 14 States (here), 
which found the proportion of hospitalized unvaccinated COVID-19 patients aged 18-49 years 
significantly increased during the Delta period. 

CDC also issued several updates, including:  

• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review (here), 
• COVID-19 Contact Tracing Communications Toolkit for Health Departments (here), 
• Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) (here), 
• Cases in the U.S. (here), 
• CDC Expands Eligibility for COVID-19 Booster Shots (here), and 
• Overall U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Administration (here). 

From the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services  

HHS invests over $560 million to bolster product manufacturing to increase supply, availability of COVID-
19 tests. Read the ICYMI news release here. 

From the National Institutes of Health  

COVID booster increases antibody responses, is 
protective in rhesus macaques. Different mRNA-
1273 boosters are equally protective against 
variants. Read the news release here. (Pictured is 
a colorized scanning electron micrograph of 
chronically infected and partially lysed cells 
[green] infected with a variant strain of SARS-
CoV-2 virus particles [blue], isolated from a 
patient sample.) 

From the Centers for Medicare                        
& Medicaid Services  

Biden-Harris Administration issues guidance to states on required Medicaid and CHIP coverage for 
COVID-19-related treatment, without cost-sharing. The coverage, supported through American Rescue 
Plan funding, includes care for conditions that could complicate the treatment of COVID-19 in patients 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7043e2.htm?s_cid=mm7043e2_x
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7043e1.htm?s_cid=mm7043e1_x
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing-comms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p1021-covid-booster.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations_vacc-total-admin-rate-total
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/10/22/icymi-hhs-invests-over-560-million-bolster-product-manufacturing-increase-supply-availability-covid-19-tests.html
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/covid-vaccine-booster-increases-antibody-responses-protective-rhesus-macaques
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who are presumed positive for the virus or have been diagnosed with COVID-19. Read the guidance 
here. 

From Media Reports  

Kansas opens COVID-19 booster shots for fully vaccinated adults. Read more at the Kansas Reflector 
here. 

Safer Classrooms Workgroup talks mental health, COVID-19 precautions in Kansas schools. Read more at 
the Kansas Reflector here. 

What parents need to know about vaccinating young children against COVID-19. Read more at PBS here. 

Pfizer says its vaccine, developed with BioNTech, is highly protective in children ages 5 to 11. Read more 
at The New York Times here. 

The complex business of vaccine mandates. Read more at The New Yorker here. 

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 booster shot was 95.6% effective in large trial, companies say. Read more at 
The Wall Street Journal here. 

WHO estimate: 115,000 health workers have died from COVID-19, as calls for vaccine access grow. Read 
more at STAT News here. 
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