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What We Know Now 

September 20, 2021 

A compilation of the latest news surrounding 
the COVID-19 pandemic from the Community 
Care Network of Kansas. Published on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Visit our 
COVID-19 Resources page for complete, 
updated information. 

Community Care Member Update 

Today’s Spotlight is on Hunter Health, which 
regularly takes COVID-19 vaccine doses to 
wherever people can be found. 

Hunter staff attended the recent Back to 
School PowWow event sponsored by the WPS 
Native American Education Program. 

Vaccines were provided to children 12 and 
older, and staff reported being thrilled to be 
part of the event. (Pictured are staff from the 
health center with the Wichita War Dancer.) 

*  *  * 

During Day 1 of our 2021 Annual Conference, four health centers were announced as Top COVID-19 
Responders, which recognized their vaccination, testing and telehealth efforts. The awardees were 
Hoxie Medical Clinic, Salina Family Healthcare Center, Health Ministries Clinic and the Community 
Health Center of Southeast Kansas. 

From KDHE/Governor’s Office/Statehouse 

Latest statistics: 399,369 positive cases, 5,916 deaths, 13,451 hospitalizations and 18 MIS-C cases (Multi-
system Inflammatory Syndrome in Children associated with COVID-19). Since Friday, there have been 
2,462 new cases, 51 deaths and 46 hospitalizations reported.  

According to the Kansas WebIZ vaccination tracker (here), 2,860,832 doses have been administered in 
Kansas out of the 3,554,980 doses distributed. 1,567,860 people (51.0% of the population) have had 
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their first dose; 1,275,934 (45.8%) have had their second doses; and 17,039 have had their third dose of 
the vaccine series. 

A new KS-HAN message from KDHE reminded providers that booster doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine only were approved by the FDA Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee 
for adults 65+ and individuals 16+ at high risk for COVID-19. Friday’s vote does not clear the way for 
providers to begin administering doses to anyone until authorized or approved by the FDA. The KS-HAN 
can be read here. 

Governor Kelly and KDHE launched the Pandemic Assistance & Vaccine Equity Grants (PAVE) program 
last week. This partnership will provide an additional funding opportunity to local organizations’ vaccine 
efforts, specifically dedicated to reaching high-risk, vulnerable communities disproportionately affected 
by the pandemic, including underserved populations such as racial and ethnic minorities and rural 
communities. Organizations including, but not limited to, clinics, community and faith-based 
organizations, Kansas tribes, nonprofits, colleges and pharmacies, can apply for grants up to $10,000 to 
support vaccination efforts. Deadline for application is December 31, 2021. For more information, to 
download an application, and to apply, visit kansascovidgrants.com here. 

From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  

CDC issued an early-release MMWR, Comparative Effectiveness of Moderna, Pfizer-BioNTech, and 
Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) Vaccines in Preventing COVID-19 Hospitalizations Among Adults Without 
Immunocompromising Conditions – United States, that can be accessed here. In this study, effectiveness 
against hospitalizations was 93% for Moderna, 88% for Pfizer and 71% for J&J. 

CDC issued several updates, including:  

• Cases in the U.S. (here), 
• Overall U.S. Vaccine Distribution and Administration (here), 
• COVID-19 Vaccines that Require 2 Shots (here), and 
• Information about the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine (here). 

From Media Reports  

Pfizer says COVID-19 vaccine works in kids ages 5 to 11. Read more at The Associated Press here. 

One COVID vaccine held up best over time, CDC study suggests. Beyond 120 days, Moderna’s shot 
maintained over 90% effectiveness against hospitalization. Read more at MedPage Today here. 

KU researchers optimistic about bringing in-home COVID-19 test to market. Read more at the Kansas 
Reflector here. 

Ask KHN-PolitiFact: Is my cloth mask good enough to face the Delta variant? Read more at Kaiser Health 
News here. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/HANmessageProvidersBoosters9.20.21.pdf
https://kansascovidgrants.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7038e1.htm?s_cid=mm7038e1_x
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations_vacc-total-admin-rate-total
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/second-shot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Pfizer-BioNTech.html
https://apnews.com/article/business-science-health-coronavirus-pandemic-coronavirus-vaccine-202cb6e44b90270ec4d1f19690ed94c5
https://www.medpagetoday.com/infectiousdisease/covid19vaccine/94577?xid=nl_covidupdate_2021-09-20&eun=g1917999d0r&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyUpdate_092021&utm_term=NL_Gen_Int_Daily_News_Update_active
https://kansasreflector.com/2021/09/18/ku-researchers-optimistic-about-bringing-in-home-covid-19-test-to-market/
https://khn.org/news/article/ask-khn-politifact-is-my-cloth-mask-good-enough-to-face-the-delta-variant/

