
1 
 

 

785.233.8483 700 SW Jackson, Suite 600, Topeka, Kansas 66603 communitycareks.org 

 

 
 
 

Community Health Champion Award Winners Announced  
 
For Immediate Release  
September 21, 2021 
 
TOPEKA – Every year, the Community Care Network 
of Kansas establishes legislative and policy priorities 
designed to further improve access to healthcare 
for underserved Kansans. In order to be successful, 
however, the organization’s advocacy efforts at the 
Kansas Statehouse require elected leaders on both 
sides of the aisle to champion the cause. 
 
Such bipartisan support is found regularly on 
many Community Care priorities. 
 
On Monday, during the first day of Community 
Care’s Annual Conference, two legislators were 
singled out for their steadfast support of the community 
health centers and community-based clinics located across 
the state. Rep. Susan Concannon, R-Beloit, and Rep. Kathy 
Wolfe Moore, D-Kansas City, were named Community 
Health Champions for 2021. 
 
“Rep. Wolfe Moore has been a true champion of all of our 
health center work across the state of Kansas,” said Patrick 
Sallee, CEO of Vibrant Health in Kansas City, when 
presenting the award. “She has been an advocate for 
increased funding for primary care health centers which led 
to a $2 million increase in our annual grant award. She also 
has been a champion for our 340B program.” 
 
Accompanying Sallee during the presentation was Lisa 
Harvey, CEO of Family Health Care, and Geofrey Kigenyi, 
Executive Director of Mercy and Truth Medical Missions. Both clinics are located in Wyandotte County. 
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(Above) Rep. Kathy Wolfe Moore receives her award from 
Patrick Sallee, Lisa Harvey and Geofrey Kigenyi. 
(Below) Rep. Susan Concannon receives hers from Dr. 
Robert Kraft and Derek Pihl. 
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Rep. Wolfe Moore accepted the honor by thanking the clinic leaders instead. 
 
“It doesn’t seem fair that I’m getting this award when you all are doing the work during these 
unprecedented times,” she said. 
 
Rep. Concannon was similarly humble during her presentation at the Salina Family Healthcare Center. 
She praised CEO Dr. Robert Kraft and Director of Pharmacy Services Derek Pihl for educating her on 
issues important to the network and providing her with whatever she needed before walking into a 
committee room. 
 
“We don’t do what we do for acknowledgment,” Rep. Concannon said, “but when it happens it’s really 
nice.” 
 
Denise Cyzman, Community Care’s CEO, said both representatives continue to work on healthcare 
issues even when the Legislature is not in session. 
 
“Both of them were instrumental in helping elevate the importance of the 340B Federal Drug Pricing 
Program to health centers and other covered entities,” Cyzman said, “and ensured there were ongoing 
discussions about this.” 
 
This critical discussion will resume when a legislative panel meets this fall to study the program. Both 
representatives were named to the 13-person panel, and Rep. Concannon will chair the group. 
 
Cyzman said the study “should help illuminate the grave danger the program is under, and the 
resulting decrease in access to care for underserved Kansans.” 
 
To view the video of Rep. Wolfe Moore’s presentation, click here. Rep. Concannon’s presentation can 
be seen here. 
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For more information or to schedule an interview, contact Patrick Lowry, Director of Communications 
and Governmental Relations, at plowry@communitycareks.org or (785) 806-3932. 

About Community Care Clinic of Kansas: Community Care exists to achieve equitable access to high-
quality, whole-person care for all Kansans, regardless of ability to pay. As the Primary Care Association 
(PCA) for Kansas, Community Care supports and strengthens its members through advocacy, education 
and communication. Community Care’s diverse membership includes Federally Qualified Health Centers 
(FQHCs), and Look-Alikes (LALs), as well as public and private nonprofit Community-Based Primary Care 
Clinics (CBPCCs) and Rural Health Clinics (RHCs). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEWxEoTpWAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdHhEvdPYxw

