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Community Care 
Member Update 

Today’s Spotlight is on the Community Health Center of Southeast Kansas, which is going to great 
heights to find unvaccinated residents. Health center staff have been teaming up with the Cherokee 
County Health Department to provide COVID-19 vaccines in the hot-spot southeast corner of the state. 
Cherokee County currently has the second highest per-capita new case rate in Kansas, trailing only the 
adjacent Crawford County. 

CHC/SEK reports having all three vaccines available for those attending the fair. Our hope is that they 
find plenty of willing individuals to accept them. 

From KDHE/Governor’s Office/Statehouse 

Latest statistics: 327,267 positive cases, 5,239 deaths, 11,511 hospitalizations and 17 MIS-C cases (Multi-
system Inflammatory Syndrome in Children associated with COVID-19). Since Wednesday, there have 
been 1,539 new cases, 21 deaths and 66 hospitalizations reported.  

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus/
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According to the Kansas WebIZ vaccination tracker (here), 2,510,419 doses have been administered in 
Kansas out of the 2,974,730 doses distributed. 1,381,773 people (47.4% of the population) have had 
their first dose and 1,128,647 (41.8%) have completed the vaccine series. 

KDHE has a COVID-19 page (here) for Kansas Medical Assistance Program (KMAP) providers that 
regularly updates with any changes being implemented by KMAP. 

Highlights from Thursday’s COVID-19 Update for Local Partners webinar include: 

• Secretary Norman discussed the uptick in new COVID-19 cases, about a 400% increase since the 
beginning of the month. What was centered in the southeast corner of the state is now 
spreading west. He noted our vaccination rates are not where they need to be, as the vast 
majority of cases are presenting in unvaccinated individuals. Hospitals are beginning to fill up. 
The Navigating Change document (here) incorporates the most recent CDC guidance regarding 
mask-wearing as schools plan to start a new year. 

• The trendline for new cases is still sharply increasing, hospitalizations are going up, and deaths 
are going down (with a reminder that this metric lags hospitalizations by a few weeks). 

• There have been 2,232 outbreaks statewide, with 71 active clusters (2 in healthcare facilities). 
Last week there were 51. 

• There are 52 variants of interest and 2,601 variants of concern sequenced from 74 counties. In 
the past week, 97% of sequenced specimens were the Delta variant. 

• KDHE noted the dramatic drops in Provisional Life Expectancy Estimates, as reported by the 
National Vital Statistics System (here). 

• There are no new shipments of Johnson & Johnson vaccines available for ordering at this point. 
KDHE does have a few J&J vials that will expire in August that are available. 

• CDC no longer classifies variant P.2 (Zeta) as a variant of interest due to declining prevalence. 
• U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy issued the first Surgeon General’s Advisory of this 

administration. The advisory (here) encourages technology and social media companies to take 
more responsibility to stop the online spread of health misinformation. 

• A recent JAMA Network Publication, Mandatory SARS-CoV-2 Vaccinations in K-12 Schools, 
Colleges/Universities and Businesses, examines the epidemiologic, public health, and legal 
considerations for mandatory vaccinations in each setting. The article can be read here. 

• KDHE continues to request positive PCR samples from all laboratories and hospitals across the 
state, even though it expects KHEL (state lab) to reach capacity. If that happens, specimens will 
be prioritized and sequenced by based on the following criteria: 

o Specimens from cases of vaccine breakthrough, 
o Specimens from hospitalized COVID patients, 
o Specimens from fatalities caused by COVID, 
o Specimens from counties with insufficient or no sequencing, 
o Specimens from counties with increasing case rate and low vaccination rate. 

• The International Vaccine Access Center at Johns Hopkins will present Preventing the Next 
Pandemic: Vaccine Diplomacy, Surveillance and COVID Vaccines webinar at 10:00 a.m. (CST) 
Friday, July 30. To register, click here. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COVID-19-KMAP-Providers-Info-Page.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Teaching-Learning/Resources/Navigating-Change-Kansas-Guide-to-Learning-and-School-Safety-Operations
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsrr/VSRR10-508.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/reports-and-publications/health-misinformation/index.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2781010
https://jh.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nAC77r7vSjKKHoc4rTwN7A
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• A Public Health On Call podcast, episode 347, discusses the latest COVID-19 Vaccines Update. 
The podcast can be heard here. 

From the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services  

HHS will invest more than $1.6 billion to support COVID-19 testing and mitigation in vulnerable 
communities. Read the news release here. 

HHS provides $100 million to rural health clinics (RHCs) for COVID-19 vaccine outreach in their 
communities to increase vaccinations. Funds will go to more than 1,980 RHCs, including 52 in Kansas. 
“Rural health clinics play a crucial role in supporting our national vaccination effort to defeat COVID-19,” 
said Secretary Xavier Becerra. Read the news release here. 

From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  

A new Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), Changes in Influenza and Other Respiratory 
Virus Activity During the COVID-19 Pandemic – United States, has been released (access it here). 
Clinicians should be aware of increased circulation, sometimes off-season, of some respiratory viruses 
and consider multipathogen testing. 

An early-release MMWR, SARS-CoV-2 Infection in Public School Employees Following a District-Wide 
Vaccination Program – Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, suggest efforts to promote COVID-19 
vaccination among school staff members before the upcoming 2021-22 school year will be foundational 
to ensure a safe learning environment. The MMWR can be read here. 

The CDC released several updates, including: 

• Cases in the U.S. (here), 
• COVID Data Tracker now has new age groups for those under 18 (here) and the New Vaccination 

by Case Rate tab displays a bivariate map of cases in the last 7 days per 100,000 by percent of 
the total population fully vaccinated at the county level (here), and 

• Overall U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Administration (here). 

From Media Reports  

Kansas governor: “We’re trying everything we can” to get people vaccinated from COVID-19. Read more 
at the Kansas Reflector here. 

What’s this about Delta being 1,000 more times more infectious? Here’s where that frightening figure 
comes from. Read more at MedPage Today here. 

The Delta variant will drive a steep rise in U.S. COVID deaths, a new model shows. Read more at NPR 
here. 

Despite COVID surge and advice from health experts, most Kansas schoolkids won’t have to wear masks. 
Read more at the Kansas News Service here. 

Vaccine mandates are controversial. They’re also effective. Read more at The New York Times here. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.jhsph.edu/podcasts/public-health-on-call/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/07/22/biden-administration-invest-more-than-1-billion-support-covid-19-testing-mitigation-vulnerable-communities.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/07/22/biden-harris-admin-provides-100-million-to-rural-health-clinics-for-covid-19-vaccination.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7029a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7030e1.htm
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#demographics
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-case-rate
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://kansasreflector.com/2021/07/23/kansas-governor-were-trying-everything-we-can-to-get-people-vaccinated-from-covid-19/
https://www.medpagetoday.com/special-reports/exclusives/93717?xid=nl_covidupdate_2021-07-23&eun=g1917999d0r&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyUpdate_072321&utm_term=NL_Gen_Int_Daily_News_Update_active
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/07/22/1019475669/delta-variant-will-drive-a-steep-rise-in-covid-deaths-model-shows
https://www.kmuw.org/education/2021-07-22/despite-covid-surge-and-advice-from-health-experts-most-kansas-schoolkids-wont-have-to-wear-masks
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/07/23/world/covid-variant-vaccine-updates?name=styln-coronavirus&region=TOP_BANNER&block=storyline_menu_recirc&action=click&pgtype=Interactive&variant=1_Show&is_new=false#vaccine-mandates-are-controversial-theyre-also-effective
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What is a COVID-19 vaccine “breakthrough” case? Read more at The Associated Press here. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-coronavirus-vaccine-aeb503f34740fd6095b1d6644a59c5f2

