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What We Know Now 
April 19, 2021 

A compilation of the latest news surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic from the Community Care Network 
of Kansas. Published on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Visit our COVID-19 Resources page for 
complete, updated information.  
Community Care Member Update 

Today’s Spotlight is on Vaccinated Kansans, who grow in number every day. According to the latest 
statistics from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, almost 660,000 Kansans have 
completed their COVID-19 vaccine dose regimen. More than 1.06 million have received at least one 
vaccine dose, which is 36.4% of the state population (or approximately 47% of the adult population).  

There remain so many more who need to get vaccinated for the state to approach herd immunity and 
feel comfortable getting “back to normal.” It is going to take a concerted effort by public health officials, 
providers, elected leaders, community influencers – and you! We all can play a role. For any hesitant 
friends, family members, co-workers or neighbors, share this short video on vaccine safety (here). 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bBmQaX2k4w&list=PLrl7E8KABz1HHvs2Tm2ufC18vuVrijscw&index=6
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From KDHE/Governor’s Office/Statehouse 

Latest statistics: 306,290 positive cases, 4,955 deaths, 9,961 hospitalizations and 1,352,946 individuals 
tested. Since Friday, there have been 429 new cases, 2 deaths and 17 hospitalizations reported. 

According to the Kansas WebIZ vaccination tracker (here), 1,720,591 doses have been administered in 
Kansas out of the 2,208,400 doses distributed. 1,061,293 people (36.4% of the population) have had 
their first dose and 659,298 received their second dose. 

From HRSA/Bureau of Primary Health Care 

The HRSA COVID-19 FAQ page (here) was updated to include a notice from CMS regarding provider 
reimbursement for the administration of COVID-19 vaccines. More information can be found here. In 
addition, FQHCs may request lump sum payments in advance of cost report settlement. 

From the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

HHS announced the availability of nearly $150 million for Health Center Program Look-Alikes (LALs) to 
aid their response to COVID-19. Applications are due in grants.gov by 10:59 p.m. (CST) Friday, May 14. 
The news release can be found here. 

From the National Association of Community Health Centers  

Health centers considering utilizing ARPA/H8F funding to open their first in-house pharmacy should 
consider attending NACHC’s webinar from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. (CST) Thursday, April 22. To join, click here. 

There is a new time for the NACHC webinar, Applying for FCC COVID Telehealth Funding. It will begin 
one hour earlier, at 12:00 p.m. (CST) Friday, April 23. To join the webinar, click here. 

From the National Institutes of Health  

Large clinical trial to study repurposed drugs to treat COVID-19 symptoms. Read the news release here. 

From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  

The CDC released several updates, including: 

• Cases in the U.S. (here), 
• COVID-19 Vaccines for People at Increased Risk for Severe Illness from COVID-19 (here), 
• Key Things to Know About COVID-19 Vaccines (here), 
• Types of Masks (here) 
• COVID-19 Vaccine Information for Specific Groups (here), and 
• The Importance of COVID-19 Vaccination for Healthcare Personnel (here). 

 
From the Patterson Family Foundation  

The Foundation has announced a funding opportunity for approved COVID-19 vaccine sites in Kansas 
and western Missouri located in its catchment area. Operational grants between $1,000 and $15,000 are 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.kansasvaccine.gov/158/Data
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/coronavirus-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.cms.gov/covidvax
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/04/19/hhs-announces-nearly-150-million-dollars-from-american-rescue-plan.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2393556871?pwd=MStxNit2a0JSdU0wTHA4YnlYUlhiQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2393556871?pwd=MStxNit2a0JSdU0wTHA4YnlYUlhiQT09#success
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/large-clinical-trial-study-repurposed-drugs-treat-covid-19-symptoms
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/specific-groups/high-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/types-of-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/specific-groups.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/hcp.html
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available with applications due by 11:59 (CST) Friday, April 23.  For more information and to apply, click 
here. 

From the U.S. Food & Drug Administration  

The FDA Revokes Emergency Use Authorization for Monoclonal Antibody Bamlanivimab. Read the news 
release here. 

FDA issued a warning to Trinity Natural Health & Pain Management’s for misleadingly representing its 
“COVID-19 Formula” does anything to mitigate, prevent, treat, diagnose or cure COVID-19. Concerned 
consumers have been advised to consult their provider with any questions. 

FDA also updated its Janssen COVID-19 FAQ page (here) to reflect the pause in use, and the Moderna 
COVID-19 page (here) to address the number of doses its vials contain. 

From Media Reports  

The COVID-19 plasma boom is over. What did we learn from it? Read more at The New York Times here. 

Kansas is more COVID-19-vaccine skeptical than U.S. as a whole, census data shows. Read more at The 
Topeka Capital-Journal here. 

Half of U.S. adults have received at least one COVID-19 shot. Read more at The Associated Press here. 

Number of COVID-19 cases sees surge of 21.6% in Kansas. Read more at The Topeka Capital-Journal 
here. 

With universal eligibility, a fifth of seniors remain unvaccinated. Read more at The New York Times here. 

“I doubt very seriously if they just cancel” paused J&J vaccine, Fauci says. Read more at Politico here. 

 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://mcusercontent.com/2fd71a82d113f219fc24e30ac/files/68ad5703-b9fa-49f9-9dc2-8c1a26f30716/PFF_COVID_19_Rural_Vaccination_Site_Grant_Applicant_Guide_v02.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/janssen-covid-19-vaccine-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/moderna-covid-19-vaccine-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/17/health/covid-convalescent-plasma.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.cjonline.com/story/news/coronavirus/2021/04/16/kansas-more-covid-19-vaccine-skeptical-than-us-united-states-whole/7238991002/
https://apnews.com/article/politics-anthony-fauci-coronavirus-pandemic-infectious-diseases-coronavirus-vaccine-6e3b18b44a05d1e49ed35337ec7ce969
https://www.cjonline.com/story/news/coronavirus/2021/04/19/gda-covid-19-state-2021-04-19-ks-ntcj/115717406/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/04/19/us/vaccine-rollout-seniors.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/04/18/johnson-johnson-vaccine-fauci-482815

