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Community Care Member Update 

Today’s Spotlight is on Salina Family Healthcare Center, which currently has taken over an old JCPenney 
store in the local mall in order to provide vaccinations to the community. Working collaboratively with 
the Saline County Health Department and the Salina Regional Health Center, the vacant retail space has 
been transformed to accommodate large numbers of socially distanced patients. A video describing the 
vaccination site, which can be viewed here, prepares patients for what to expect from the moment they 
walk in the front door. 

As of this morning, the health center had administered 5,245 prime doses and 2,075 second doses. 
Another 710 doses were scheduled for today. Following state prioritization guidance, vaccinations 
currently are going to Phase 2 individuals such as healthcare workers, those 65 and older, K-12 and 
childcare personnel, and high-contact critical workers involved in city and county public safety and 
public health. 

CEO Dr. Bob Kraft said the clinic has been receiving between 800 and 900 Moderna doses per week. 
That number went up significantly for this week and moving forward. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0w2SFXc5p1g
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“Within the last week, we have been notified of getting an extra allotment of Pfizer doses,” Dr. Kraft 
said, “and we also received an allotment of 500 Johnson & Johnson vaccines.” 

Because of the supply and the pace of administration, starting next week all Phase 2 groups can begin 
the vaccination process.  

Reaching such the various population groups is a matter of logistics – and Salina Family Healthcare’s 
staff is proving their mettle. The health center even hired a Saline County COVID Site Coordinator 
through an NIH grant running through the KU School of Medicine Department of Population Health. 

The site coordinator is working on making connections to groups traditionally with limited access to care 
and those who might have vaccine hesitancy. 

“We have had some initial conversations around potentially using the J&J vaccine to do outreach to 
more transient populations such as those without homes or living in shelters,” Dr. Kraft said. 

Marketing & Community Outreach Coordinator Hayley Samford noted they contacted the largest 
employers in the community to get information directly into worker hands. Through this outreach they 
discovered the need for Vietnamese testing/vaccination promotional materials, which already have 
been completed to go with the Spanish and English versions. 

“Based on employer feedback, I do anticipate having to make more Southeast Asian languages 
available,” Samford said. 

Dr. Kraft said Salina Family Healthcare is ready for the direct vaccine shipments from the federal 
government, citing the clinics already conducted as ample preparation. 

“Internally, we will have to replicate the effort, but on a very different scale and with different barriers 
such as space and patient flow,” he said. 

There is little doubt staff will rise to the occasion. 

From KDHE/Governor’s Office/Statehouse 

Latest statistics: 295,861 positive cases, 4,812 deaths, 9,387 hospitalizations and 974,686 negative 
results. Since Wednesday, there have been 752 new cases, 0 deaths and 32 hospitalizations reported. 

According to the Kansas WebIZ vaccination tracker (here), 658,459 doses have been administered in 
Kansas out of the 1,015,940 doses distributed. 439,127 people (15.1% of the population) have had their 
first dose and 219,306 received their second dose. 

During Thursday’s online meeting with the Kansas Hispanic and Latino American Affairs Commission, 
Governor Kelly acknowledged the critical role the meatpacking industry has in Kansas. She noted how 
predominantly Hispanic/Latinx this workforce is, and how they are being negatively affected by the 
pandemic. In an attempt to continue improving equitable distribution, there will be vaccine doses 
earmarked specifically for them that are in addition to all of the channels currently in place. Vaccinations 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.kansasvaccine.gov/158/Data
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in this new effort began Thursday, and all approximately 12,000 meatpacking workers who want to be 
vaccinated will be by the end of next week.  

Kansas Emergency Rental Assistance (KERA) provides rental and utility assistance to households 
experiencing financial hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more here.  

Highlights from Thursday’s COVID-19 Update for Local Partners webinar include: 

• The trend lines for new cases, deaths and hospitalizations continue decreasing. The positivity 
rate for the month thus far is 2.7%. February’s rate was 4.6%. 

• The state is monitoring 1,836 clusters. There are 112 active outbreaks, three of which are in 
healthcare settings. 

• KDHE has updated its mask guidance (here) to align with CDC findings. 
• Providers can find a recording of What Clinicians Need to Know about Johnson & Johnson’s 

Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine here. 
• Next allocation of Johnson & Johnson vaccines won’t be until the end of the month, but likely 

will be a large amount (perhaps 90,000 to 100,000 doses). 
• All providers participating in the CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Program: 

o must administer vaccines at no out-of-pocket cost to the recipient,  
o may not deny anyone vaccination based on coverage or network status,  
o may not charge an office visit or other fee if vaccination is the only service provided,  
o may not require additional services to receive the vaccine, and 
o may seek appropriate reimbursement from a program or plan the covers administration 

fees for the vaccine recipient (e.g., private insurance company, Medicare or Medicaid, 
HRSA for non-insured). 

• Reminded providers to not hold prime vaccine for mass clinics, to be careful about mixing prime 
and boost doses (boost doses are not intended to be used for prime dose administration), and 
to read the allocation and order emails. 

• Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) is conducting ongoing stability assessment studies, and expiry 
dates may be updated as the studies are completed. Currently, no expiry date appears on the 
carton or vial. Providers can scan the QR code on the back of the carton, look it up at 
www.vaxcheck.jnj, or call (800) 565-4008. 

• Several counties have completed or are near to completing Phase 2 individuals. Counties may 
not move on to Phase 3 without state permission. If providers or health departments are 
prioritizing subcategories of Phase 2, check the KS Vaccine Distribution Local Health Dept. 
Manual here, the KS Vaccine Distribution Provider Manual here, and the COVID-19 Vaccine 
Prioritization slides here. 

• Kansas COVID-19 Vaccination Overview (here) now includes more data such as Patient 
Demographics. 

• Any questions and/or concerns about COVID vaccine reporting should be sent to 
kdhe.covidvaccinepartners@ks.gov. 

• This webinar series began one year ago on March 5, 2020. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://kshousingcorp.org/emergency-rental-assistance/
https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/441/KDHE-Mask-Guidance-PDF---3-1-21
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2021/callinfo_030221.asp
http://www.vaxcheck.jnj/
https://www.kansasvaccine.gov/DocumentCenter/View/178/KS-Vaccine-Distribution_LHD-Manual-v2-PDF
https://www.kansasvaccine.gov/DocumentCenter/View/179/KS-Vaccine-Distribution_Provider-Manual-v2-PDF
https://www.kansasvaccine.gov/DocumentCenter/View/121/Vaccine-Prioritization-Slides-PDF
https://www.kansasvaccine.gov/DocumentCenter/View/121/Vaccine-Prioritization-Slides-PDF
mailto:kdhe.covidvaccinepartners@ks.gov
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Listen live to Kansas Legislature floor proceedings and committee hearings here. Archived meetings on 
YouTube here. 

From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  

CDC released an early MMWR, Association of State-Issued Mask Mandates and Allowing On-Premises 
Restaurant Dining with County-Level COVID-19 Case and Death Growth Rates, which showed both 
activities affect community transmission and case and death growth rates. Read the MMWR here. 

CDC will have a COCA call, The Role of Telehealth in Expanding Access to Healthcare during the COVID-
19 Pandemic: Considerations for Vaccine Uptake and Monitoring for Adverse Events, from 1:00 – 2:00 
p.m. (CST) Thursday, March 11. Dial-in: (669) 254-5252; Webinar ID: 160 034 1756; Passcode: 313248. 
Or click here day of the webinar. 

The CDC has issued several updates, including: 

• Possible Side Effects After Getting a COVID-19 Vaccine (here), 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review (here), 
• Estimated SARS-CoV-2 Seroprevalence Among Persons Less than 18 (here), 
• Communication Resources for COVID-19 Vaccines (here), 
• Information about Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine (here), 
• Information about the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine (here), 
• Information about the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine (here), and 
• Facility Planning and Operations for COVID-19 (here). 

From the Federal Communications Commission 

The Emergency Broadband Benefit is an FCC program to households struggling to pay for internet 
service during the pandemic. Eligible households can get connected to jobs, critical healthcare services 
and virtual classrooms. For more information, click here. 

FCC’s Rural Health Care Program provides funding to eligible providers for telecommunications and 
broadband services necessary for the provision of health care. For more information, click here. 

From the National Institutes of Health 

NIH-sponsored ACTIV-3 clinical trial closes enrollment into two sub-studies. Read more here. 

From the Health Information Technology, Evaluation and Quality Center 

HITEQ recently published Promising Practices in Virtual Integrated Behavioral Health Care: Lessons from 
Community Health Centers during COVID-19. The document offers lessons learned and future challenges 
in various sub-themes under two sections: Transition to Virtual and Hybrid Care, and Supportive 
Infrastructure for Virtual Care. To access the document, click here. 

 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/View/Calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/c/KSLegislatureLIVE/videos
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7010e3.htm?s_cid=mm7010e3_x
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1600341756?pwd=N2JKc3pOcW1lSGdtWUJQVkRjREt0dz09#success
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect/after.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7009a4.htm?s_cid=mm7009a4_x
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/resource-center.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/janssen.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Moderna.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Pfizer-BioNTech.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/facility-planning-operations.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fhcp%2Fus-healthcare-facilities.html
https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit
https://www.fcc.gov/general/rural-health-care-program
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-sponsored-activ-3-clinical-trial-closes-enrollment-into-two-sub-studies
https://hiteqcenter.org/Resources/Telehealth-Telemedicine/promising-practices-in-virtual-integrated-behavioral-health-care
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From Media Reports  

Accidentally trashed, thawed or expired: Reports of COVID vaccine spoilage. Read more at Kaiser Health 
News here. 

COVID-19 death rates 10 times higher in countries where most adults are overweight, report finds. Read 
more at CNN.com here.  

 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://khn.org/news/article/covid-vaccine-waste-accidentally-thawed-expired-spoilage-reports-nationwide/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/04/health/obesity-covid-death-rate-intl/index.html

