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What We Know Now 

February 24, 2021 

A compilation of the latest news surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic from the Community Care Network of Kansas. Published 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Visit our COVID-19 Resources 
page for complete, updated information. 

Community Care Member Update 

Today’s Spotlight is on GraceMed Health Clinic and the Community 
Health Center of Southeast Kansas, which were selected by the 
Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA) to pilot the 
Federally Qualified Health Center program in Kansas. The initiative 
(White House statement announcing it is here) was launched last 
week in 25 community health centers (CHCs). HRSA has selected 250 
CHCs (news release here) to begin expanding the program to every 
state. Eventually it will expand to more than 1,300 CHCs nationwide.  

“Utilizing community health centers to ensure vaccines reach our 
residents in an equitable manner makes sense,” said Denise 
Cyzman, CEO of the Community Care Network of Kansas which 
helps support CHCs in the state. “The commitment to reducing 
health disparities and improving overall health equity is a core 
principle of the health center mission.”  

The program provides an additional vaccine supply directly to health 
centers, complementing the state’s efforts to ensure equitable and 
effective access to disproportionately affected populations. 

Kansas Department of Health and Environment Secretary Dr. Lee 
Norman said that “vaccinating hard-to-reach populations is something the Kansas health centers do very 
well. They are an excellent choice for the direct vaccine shipments from the Biden administration.”  

“We’re prepared to do whatever it takes to get shots into arms,” said Community Relations Director 
Robert Poole at CHC of SEK. “There is no shortage of arms out there willing to be vaccinated.”  

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/02/09/fact-sheet-president-biden-announces-community-health-centers-vaccination-program-to-launch-next-week-and-another-increase-in-states-tribes-territories-vaccine-supply/
https://www.hrsa.gov/coronavirus/health-center-program
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President/CEO Krista Postei expounded: “Based on the calls we’ve been getting, we know many people 
are eager to get vaccinated and so afraid they’ll be overlooked because they live in rural Kansas. It is so 
wonderful to tell them they’ve actually been prioritized nationally.”  

Located in Wichita, Clearwater, McPherson and Topeka, GraceMed has a very diverse population base.  

“We are very eager to receive the Moderna doses, allowing us to be a helpmate in vaccinating our 
communities’ most vulnerable population,” said Venus Lee, GraceMed’s CEO.  

As GraceMed and CHC of SEK finalize the logistics of their plans to deliver vaccines to individuals the 
White House has deemed a high priority, the other 18 Community Care health centers in Kansas that 
soon will become part of the initiative are getting prepared as well. The timeframe might be uncertain – 
as are the number of doses to expect, but each community health center is ready to accept the added 
responsibility. They, after all, have been serving the state’s underserved for decades.  

The full story can be read on the Community Care website here. 

From KDHE/Governor’s Office/Statehouse 

Latest statistics: 292,837 positive cases, 4,724 deaths, 9,189 hospitalizations and 955,931 negative 
results. Since Monday, there have been 1,122 new cases, 81 deaths and 86 hospitalizations reported. 

According to the Kansas WebIZ vaccination tracker (here), 506,401 doses have been administered in 
Kansas out of the 694,720 doses distributed. 350,989 people (12.0% of the population) have had their 
first dose and 155,412 received their second dose. 

At today’s press conference, Governor Kelly said the state hopes to have all teachers and staff begin 
their vaccination schedule within the next two weeks. The Governor said there will be increased 
attention to reaching minority populations, and is encouraged the Johnson & Johnson one-dose vaccine 
could be approved as early as Saturday. It will be easier to administer by not requiring a return visit to 
receive a booster. 

Kelly said the state will receive 120,000 vaccine doses next week. Additional shipments above and 
beyond this will be shipped from the federal government to pharmacies and community health centers 
across the state. The Governor issued an order to temporarily increase the number of vaccinators during 
the state of disaster emergency. EO 21-06 can be accessed here. She said her administration is working 
with legislators to make reasonable adjustments to the Kansas Emergency Management Act. 

Secretary Norman said the WebIZ reporting has improved dramatically. The required daily snapshot 
implemented this week is only on its third day. He also noted that Phase 2 is a large group, and there 
still isn’t enough supply of vaccines yet to immunize them all.  

The next COVID-19 Update for Local Partners webinar will be from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. (CST) Thursday, 
February 25. Dial-in: (312) 626-6799; ID: 349 823 849; Password: KDHECOVID. 

Listen live to Kansas Legislature floor proceedings and committee hearings here. Archived meetings on 
YouTube here. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Expanded_FQHC_Role_Vaccines022321-2.pdf
https://www.kansasvaccine.gov/158/Data
https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/EO-21-06-Covid-Vaccinators-Executed.pdf
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/View/Calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/c/KSLegislatureLIVE/videos
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From the National Association of Community Health Centers  

A NACHC panel interviewed Dr. Bechara Choucair, the White House Vaccinations Coordinator. Dr. 
Choucair is very familiar with CHCs, having worked at them and running 
them for much of his career. He said the administration is focused on 
increasing the supply of vaccine, increasing the number of vaccine 
providers, and increasing the number of vaccination sites. They are working 
with FEMA and individual states, pharmacies, and the new federally 
qualified health center program. The last partnership in particular will allow 
vaccines to be distributed more equitably. He noted that being able to 
combat the pandemic most effectively requires strong collaboration 
between community health centers and local health departments. A 
recording of the interview will be available for viewing later this week at 
www.nachc.org/coronavirus. 

In a new blog, NACHC shares strategies for encouraging staff and providers to get vaccinated against 
COVID-19. To read Building Confidence in the COVID-19 Vaccines, click here. 

From HRSA/Bureau of Primary Health Care (BPHC) 

Starting Friday, February 26, health centers that have received COVID-19 vaccines through the Health 
Center COVID-19 Vaccine Program (here) will be required to complete the weekly Health Center/Look-
Alike COVID-19 Survey. They also will be required to answer several additional questions relating 
specifically to how the vaccines are used. Health centers not enrolled in the program will not see, nor 
have to answer these questions. To preview the addendum, click here. An updated User Guide is 
expected to be available on or before Friday. 

From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  

CDC issued early releases of two MMWRs, COVID-19 Outbreak Among Attendees of an Exercise Facility 
(here) and Community Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 at Three Fitness Facilities (here). 

The CDC has issued several updates, including: 

• Coronavirus Self-Checker (here), 
• COVID-19 Forecasts: Cases (here), 
• COVID-19 Forecasts: Deaths (here), 
• Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Healthcare Personnel During the 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 Pandemic (here), and 
• Improve the Fit and Filtration of Your Mask to Reduce the Spread of COVID-19 (here). 

From the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

The FDA’s Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee will meet Friday, February 26, 
to discuss emergency use authorization (EUA) of the Janssen Biotech Inc. COVID-19 vaccine for active 
immunization to prevent COVID-19 caused by SARS-CoV-2 in individuals 18 years and older. A briefing 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
http://www.nachc.org/coronavirus
https://blog.nachc.org/building-confidence-in-the-covid-19-vaccines/
https://www.hrsa.gov/coronavirus/health-center-program
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/covid-19-survey-tools-questions
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7009e2.htm?s_cid=mm7009e2_x
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7009e1.htm?s_cid=mm7009e1_x
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/coronavirus-self-checker.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/forecasts-cases.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/mask-fit-and-filtration.html
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document (here) shows the analysis of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine that supports the EAU. For more 
information about the meeting, click here. 

From the National Institutes of Health  

NIH study finds that people with SARS-CoV-2 antibodies may have a low risk of future infection. Read 
the news release here. 

Monoclonal antibodies against MERS coronavirus show promise in Phase 1 NIH-sponsored trial. Findings 
include laying “the groundwork for the development of spike-targeted mAb therapies for other 
infectious disease threats, including SARS-CoV-2.” Read the news release here. 

From Media Reports  

As vaccine production ramps up, the White House announced the weekly supply for states will again 
increase. Read more at The New York Times here. 

KDHE’s Lee Norman: One out of 10 Kansans has had COVID-19. Read more at The Topeka Capital-Journal 
here. 

California’s coronavirus strain looks increasingly dangerous: “The devil is already here.” Read more at 
the Los Angeles Times here. 

White House to send 25 million masks to health centers, food pantries. Read more at The Hill here. 

After billions of dollars and dozens of wartime declarations, why are vaccines still in short supply? Read 
more at Kaiser Health News here.  

 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.fda.gov/media/146217/download
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-february-26-2021-meeting-announcement
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-study-finds-people-sars-cov-2-antibodies-may-have-low-risk-future-infection
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/monoclonal-antibodies-against-mers-coronavirus-show-promise-phase-1-nih-sponsored-trial
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/02/23/world/covid-19-coronavirus#as-vaccine-production-ramps-up-the-white-house-announced-the-weekly-supply-for-states-will-again-increase
https://www.cjonline.com/story/news/coronavirus/2021/02/24/kdhe-lee-norman-one-out-10-kansans-have-had-covid-19-kansas/4549864001/
https://www.latimes.com/science/story/2021-02-23/california-homegrown-coronavirus-strain-looks-increasingly-transmissible-and-dangerous
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/540279-white-house-to-send-25-million-masks-to-health-centers-food-pantries
https://khn.org/news/article/after-billions-of-dollars-and-dozens-of-wartime-declarations-why-are-vaccines-still-in-short-supply/

