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What We            

Know Now 
October 29, 2020 

A daily compilation of the latest 
news surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic from the Community 
Care Network of Kansas. Visit our 
COVID-19 Resources page for 
complete, updated information. 

Community Care Member 
Update 

Today’s Spotlight is on the more 
than 1,000 Kansans who have 
died because of COVID-19 since the pandemic began. Governor Laura Kelly directed flags be flown at 
half-staff through sundown Friday in honor of the now 1,007 individuals. It took six months to reach the 
500 death milestone and only six weeks to reach 1,000. KDHE statistics show the youngest was 18 years 
old; the oldest was 107. Males comprise 56% of the deaths. The rate of mortality is 47.3 per 100,000 
population for Black or African Americans, 28.5 for White, 18.5 for American Indian or Alaska Native, 
and 16.8 for Asian. Hispanic or Latino have a 34.2 rate; not Hispanic or Latino are 30.0. 

Heartland Community Health Center announced a merger with Panda Pediatrics that will take effect in 
January 2021. Read more at the Lawrence Journal-World here. 

All members should have received a Kansas Health Alert Network message earlier today detailing an 
increased and imminent cybercrime threat to U.S. hospitals and healthcare providers. An alert that 
describes the threat and offers tactics, techniques and procedures used by cybercriminals can be viewed 
here. To report suspicious or criminal activity related to information found in this Joint Cybersecurity 
Advisory, contact your local FBI field office here, or the FBI’s 24/7 Cyber Watch (CyWatch) at (855) 292-
3937 or by e-mail here. 

From KDHE/Governor’s Office 

Latest statistics (10-28): 82,045 positive cases, 1,007 deaths, 3,752 hospitalizations, and 550,988 
negative results. The state is monitoring 911 clusters, 261 of which remain active. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www2.ljworld.com/news/general-news/2020/oct/29/panda-pediatrics-to-merge-with-heartland-community-health-center/?fbclid=IwAR0wxGjvtgSp7IK3L7Hg_-s2lIWWlEb14Dot2iYEJIKSHntd7na1R7bvwMg
https://us-cert.cisa.gov/ncas/alerts/aa20-302a
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices
mailto:CyWatch@fbi.gov
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The State Finance Council reallocated $30 million from a CARES Act reserve account to improve COVID-
19 testing capacity. That will give the Strengthening People and Revitalizing Kansas (SPARK) task force 
$80 million dedicated for testing, with another $15 million reserved if needed. Read more at the Kansas 
Reflector here. 

The Kansas Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, in collaboration with the Kansas Department 
for Children and Families, is making personal protective equipment (PPE) available to deaf and hard of 
hearing individuals, their family members and/or personal caretakers. Anyone interested in requesting 
Visible PPE can click here. To read the governor’s press release, click here. 

Highlights from today’s COVID-19 Update for Local Partners webinar include: 
• Trend lines for new cases going up, hospitalizations going down, deaths relatively flat. 
• 8.6% statewide positivity rate for October thus far. 
• 24% of ICU beds available; 83% of ventilators available. 
• Pointed out a website that tracks COVID-19 vaccines (here). 
• 111,583 tests performed in October with a goal of 60,000. 
• A NETEC webinar, Influenza in the Age of COVID, will be from 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. (CST) Friday, 

October 30. To register, click here. 
• Secretary Norman noted the state’s push to greatly expand statewide testing between now and 

the end of the year. The plan has not yet been published. 
 
From HRSA/Bureau of Primary Health Care (BPHC)  

During today’s Today with Macrae: Health Center Program: 
• It was announced health centers would receive six-month funding extensions. 
• Representatives from the National Institutes of Health and Operation Warp Speed discussed 

COVID-19 convalescent plasma therapeutics and the need for plasma donations from patients 
who have recovered from the virus. Donors are needed specifically from African American and 
Latinx populations. If health centers have patients that might be good candidates and would like 
more details and marketing materials, email LTC Avon Cornelius at CCPlasma@mitre.org.  

• The two-pronged approach to deliver therapeutic candidates by fall 2020 including attacking the 
virus and managing complications. ACTIV-2 is the research response to COVID-19. They are 
requesting help in spreading word about the trial, referring people diagnosed with COVID-19, 
and partnering with or becoming an ACTIV-2 site. For more information, click here.  

• Control of hypertension in racial/ethnic minorities will receive new supplemental funding, for 
which participants will be recruited. Details will be shared as available to eligible health centers. 

• Up to $20 billion in Phase 3 General Distribution funding from the Provider Relief Fund is still 
available. Applications will be taken until 11:59 p.m. November 6. To learn more and register for 
a November 2 webinar, click here. 

• More than 154 million doses of flu vaccine have been distributed so far this season. 
• Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA) Virtual Site Visits will begin in November. Selected health centers 

already have been contacted.  
• Slides from today’s call can be accessed here. The next Today with Macrae: Health Center 

Program Update will be from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. (CST) Tuesday, December 1. 
 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://kansasreflector.com/2020/10/29/kelly-kansas-legislators-earmark-up-to-95-million-for-covid-19-testing/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AYGu3C3JDEi8Q8Z2HMzMWr_78zrvBUNLseS3gbbZ--VUQUpaMzhGTUVIVUI2QkVPTTZFQk0zTEo1OS4u
https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-laura-kelly-announces-new-kcdhh-dcf-visible-personal-protective-equipment-ppe-distribution-program/
https://covid19.trackvaccines.org/
https://unmc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YJEQlAx1TwiA1OJrJwwdEg
mailto:CCPlasma@mitre.org
https://www.riseabovecovid.org/en/
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/cares-act-provider-relief-fund/index.html
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USHHSHRSA/2020/10/29/file_attachments/1583508/Oct29-TodayWithMacrae-508.pdf
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From the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services  

CMS issued its fourth Interim Final Rule with Comment Period in response to the COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency. Highlights of interest to rural stakeholders in this rule include vaccine-related provisions; 
flexibilities for states maintaining Medicaid enrollment during the COVID-19 PHE; enhanced Medicare 
payments for new COVID-19 treatments; and price transparency for COVID-19 tests. Comments will be 
due 60 days after the date of display in the Federal Register. The document can be viewed here. 

From the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  

HHS announced a number of changes to the Provider Relief Fund (PRF) FAQ page, including: 

• There will be a five-day time period to submit corrections for providers that submitted data as 
part of the COVID-19 High Impact Area Distribution and/or the Nursing Home Infection 
Control/Quality Incentive Payment Distribution. Providers who submit updated data may have 
their payments delayed for up to 90 days. 

• If providers return a Provider Relief Fund (PRF) payment to HHS, it also must return any interest 
that may have accrued if the money was held in an interest-bearing account. If PRF payments 
are returned and then the provider changes their mind, they will not have the original payment 
returned. 

• PRF funds may be used to support distribution of FDA licensed or approved COVID-19 vaccines, 
to include purchasing additional refrigerators, personnel costs and acquiring doses. 

• Providers must expend funds to cover allowable expenses or lost revenues attributable to 
COVID-19 by June 30, 2021. 

• A complete list of changes were sent via Gaggle to health center CFOs earlier today. 

From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

CDC published a number of new releases and updates, including: 

• An MMWR titled Trends in the Use of Telehealth During the Emergence of the COVID-19 
Pandemic that discussed how telehealth policy changes might continue to support increased 
care access during and after the pandemic (here), 

• An MMWR on Exposure and Infection Among Health Care Personnel that discussed the 
importance of recognizing potential exposures unrelated to patient care and use prevention 
measures, including masks (here), 

• Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19 Transmission 
(here), 

• A number of considerations and information for a variety of industries and professions. 

From Our Partners 

The next Alliance for a Healthy Kansas Power of Advocacy online event will be at 6:30 p.m. (CST) 
Thursday, November 5. This will be the Southeast Kansas regional event. To register, click here. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-vax-ifc-4.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/cares-act-provider-relief-fund/faqs/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6943a3.htm?s_cid=mm6943a3_x
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6943a5.htm?s_cid=mm6943a5_x
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/community-mitigation.html
http://expandkancare.com/event/power-advocacy-seks/?fbclid=IwAR2F3HMLbj0fzoBw0NKog9_3ucjoIlzUKyCEhTQcZn3C8_OZiM2FVR7prvM

