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What We            

Know Now 
October 23, 2020 

A daily compilation of the 
latest news surrounding the 
COVID-19 pandemic from 
the Community Care 
Network of Kansas. Visit our 
COVID-19 Resources page 
for complete, updated 
information. 

Community Care   
Member Update 

Today’s Spotlight is on the Heartland Community Health Center, which last week broke ground on the 
clinic’s future new home in Lawrence’s central “health corridor.” The facility, which will open in 2021, 
will be able to house at least 14 dental operatories, six behavioral health providers, one psychiatrist, 12 
primary care providers, a drive-through 340B pharmacy, an expanded food pantry and all of the existing 
wrap-around services Heartland provides. 

From KDHE/Governor’s Office 

Latest statistics: 76,230 positive cases, 975 deaths, 3,584 hospitalizations, and 540,032 negative results. 
Since Wednesday, Kansas added 1,774 new cases, 23 new deaths and 78 new hospitalizations. Statistics 
from The New York Times show Norton County and Sheridan County No. 1 and No. 4 in the nation with 
highest number of cases per resident in the past week. 

From HRSA/Bureau of Primary Health Care (BPHC)  

The weekly HRSA COVID-19 Health Center survey is changing this week to include two flu vaccination 
questions: 

• Is your health center experiencing challenges obtaining an adequate supply of flu vaccine doses? 
• By race and ethnicity, how many flu vaccinations did your health center administer since (the 

beginning of) August 2020. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus/
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View a preview of the updated survey (here) or the Survey Tool User Guide (here) for an explanation of 
the data HRSA is collecting. 

An update to the HRSA FAQ page noted health centers may participate in clinical research for COVID-19 
vaccines and therapeutics within the Health Center Program scope of project incident to providing 
primary and approved additional health services to health center patients. Health centers can also 
support COVID-19 research for vaccines and therapeutics by encouraging patient participation in clinical 
research studies conducted by other organizations. For example, the NIH National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases is recruiting volunteers to participate in several clinical studies (click here for 
more information). 

From the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

According to CMS’ Quality Payment Program, many eligible clinicians who were Qualifying Alternative 
Payment Model Participants based on 2018 performance began receiving their 2020 5% APM incentive 
payments last month. If you have not received yours and find your name on the public notice here, you 
will need to verify your Medicare billing information by November 13.  Email the Quality Payment 
Program here or call (866) 288-8292. 

From the Department of Health and Human Services 

HHS has amending the reporting instructions regarding permissible uses of Provider Relief Fund money 
to increase flexibility around how providers can apply PRF money toward lost revenues attributable to 
coronavirus. After reimbursing healthcare related expenses attributable to coronavirus that were 
unreimbursed by other sources, providers may use remaining PRF funds to cover any lost revenue, 
measured as a negative change in year-over-year actual revenue from patient care related sources. A 
policy memo on this decision can be found here. The amended guidance can be found here. 

From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

CDC published an early release of the newest Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), 
Adoption of Strategies to Mitigate Transmission of COVID-19 During a Statewide Primary Election – 
Delaware. Survey responses from poll workers demonstrate the feasibility of implementing CDC 
guidance, but highlights gaps in infection prevention to consider at other election polls. Read the 
MMWR here. 

Other new updates include: 

• Cases in the U.S. (here), 
• Cases and deaths by county (here), 
• Media Telebriefing on Operation Warp Speed (here), 
• National Wastewater Surveillance System (here), and 
• Weekly summary (here). 

 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/covid-19-survey-tools-questions
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/covid-19-data-collection-survey-tool-user-guide
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/coronavirus-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/diseases-conditions/covid-19-clinical-research
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/09/17/2020-20488/medicare-program-alternative-payment-model-apm-incentive-payment-advisory-for-clinicians-request-for
mailto:QPP@cms.hhs.gov
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/reporting-requirements-policy-update.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/post-payment-notice-of-reporting-requirements-october-2020.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6943e2.htm?s_cid=mm6943e2_x
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-map
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/t1021-cdc-media-briefing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/wastewater-surveillance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
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From the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

The FDA approved the antiviral drug Veklury (remdesivir) for use in adult and pediatric patients 12 years 
of age and older and weighing at least 40 kilograms (about 88 pounds) for the treatment of COVID-19 
requiring hospitalization. It is the first COVID-19 treatment to receive FDA approval. Read the news 
release here. 

From Our Partners 

Although the pandemic has pushed the Alliance for a Healthy Kansas to conduct its advocacy efforts 
online, the effort to expand Medicaid continues. In partnership with the League of Women Voters of 
Lawrence/Douglas County and the Lawrence Public Library, AHK will host Civic Engagement 101: 
Expanding Medicaid in Kansas as a Zoom meeting from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. (CST) Monday, October 26. The 
virtual presentation and Q&A session can be accessed here. 

The Health Forward Foundation presented Vaccine Equity: Building Trust Among Communities of Color 
in the Era of COVID-19, an online panel discussion about vaccines, the concerns of communities that 
have experienced health injustices, and solutions for advancing equity. The Foundation’s CEO, Qiana 
Thomason, was joined by panelists: Erica Andrade from El Centro, Rev. Archer from the Kansas City, Mo., 
Health Department, Daphne Bascom from Saint Luke’s Health System, Dr. Alonzo Plough from the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and Dr. Barbara Pahud from Children’s Mercy. The panel discussed 
the importance of including those being disproportionately affected by the coronavirus – people of color 
– as decisions are made regarding the equitable allocation of vaccines. View a recording of the 
discussion here. 

From Media Reports 

On Thursday, the United States set a record with 77,640 new coronavirus cases in one day. The previous 
high of 75,723 was recorded July 29. Read more at NBC News here. 

 

 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-treatment-covid-19
https://lplks.zoom.us/j/92702840182?fbclid=IwAR0O54Qkhwa4ahtNP8VV1Ml3eUH_Ll6zPOvpFEYdu20Ogp-sLZJlYcePMI0#success
https://www.facebook.com/healthforwardkc/videos/2759554687659674/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/coronavirus-case-increase-sets-new-u-s-record-rising-over-n1244490?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=98105372&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ITBKh_5M2fMW9S2DFApA41Y_udDRpCVoigQS9hapkwpcUlCckP8xz5mhwfcnrlPHsILdF8C1R-mdcAiXVXvRfe2FQR8VJFPyX15sALx7z2C9ZAbc&utm_content=98105372&utm_source=hs_email

