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What We Know Now 

July 9, 2020 

A daily compilation of the latest news surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic from the Community Care 
Network of Kansas. Visit our COVID-19 Resources page for complete, updated information. 

 

Community Care Member Update 

Today’s Spotlight is on the 
Community Health Center of 
Southeast Kansas, which conducted 
2,734 COVID tests in June with 430 
positive and 350 pending tests. The 
majority of testing occurred in 
Pittsburg, where drive-through 
testing continues. 

Hunter Health Clinic was one of 25 
nonprofit organizations selected to 
share in $1 million of Community 
Service Tax Credits to support 
education, healthcare and housing 
projects across the state, according to an announcement from Governor Kelly’s office today. Hunter 
Health will use the tax credits for the construction of its Community Wellness Center. Read the press 
release here. 

Board members and staff are making plans for the Community Care annual conference, which will be 
entirely online this year. “Health. Equity. Justice: The Foundation of Community Clinics” will take place 
September 21-25. More details will follow as they become available. 

(Pictured above) Grant Coordinator DeLynne Walters, Operations Manager Kristen Wamego and Terri 
Kennedy, Director of the Health Center Controlled Network Program, were among staff members who 
packed up Personal Protective Equipment such as isolation gowns and face shields today for distribution 
to various member clinics. 
 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://governor.kansas.gov/community-service-tax-credits-awarded-to-25-kansas-nonprofits-to-assist-with-education-health-care-and-housing/
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A suggested policy has been developed to protect your employees and patients in the unfortunate event 
you have an employee who either is suspected or confirmed with COVID-19. Using guidelines from the 
CDC and KDHE, this template can be modified and used at your center. The template can be found here. 
If there are additional human resources or workforce resources that you need, please contact our 
Workforce Development Specialist, Megan DiGiovanni.  

Evergy is inviting applications to its COVID-19 Emergency Grants program, which is intended to support 
organizations working on the front lines of the pandemic (and in Evergy’s service areas) that have 
experienced increased costs or revenue loss. For more information, click here. 

From KDHE/Governor’s Office 

Latest statistics (7-8): 17,618 positive cases in 98 counties, 282 deaths, 1,269 hospitalizations, and 
190,864 negative results. The state is monitoring 250 clusters, of which 120 remain active. Of the 12 
clusters at healthcare facilities that account for 84 cases, six remain active (affecting Butler, Crawford, 
Douglas, Ford and Pottawatomie counties).  

Highlights from the weekly COVID-19 Update for Local Partners webinar include: 
• The trend line for new cases is up; hospitalizations are down markedly; deaths going down as 

well. 
• KDHE emphasized that state case numbers represent individuals, not total number of positive 

tests (meaning an individual testing positive multiple times is counted only once). 
• The current statewide testing rate is 71.6 per 1,000; percent positive is 8.5% (up from 8.2% last 

week). 
• 60.1% of Kansas positive cases are symptomatic; 9.1% are asymptomatic, and 30.8% are 

unknown (so providers are encouraged to fill in all information in their reports). 
• Recently updated documents include the isolation and quarantine release graphic to clarify the 

wording of the guidance for household contacts (found here), the FAQ page for Perinatal and 
Infant Populations (here) and the employee health screening form (here). 

• State has conducted 25,309 tests thus far in July; goal is 60,000.  
• The state lab (KHEL) is receiving a lot more specimens lately (about 1,000/day), and would like 

to be notified if you are planning a collection event. 

From HRSA/Bureau of Primary Health Care (BPHC)  

HRSA awarded more than $4.5 million to support the COVID-19 responses of Health Center Controlled 
Networks (HCCNs). Funding will strengthen health IT support necessary for participating health centers 
to effectively prevent, prepare for, and respond to the pandemic. Community Care’s HCCN received 
$75,000. 

There were no updates to the HRSA FAQ page. 

 

 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Return-to-Work-Policy-for-Employees-with-Suspected-or-Confirmed-COVID-19.pdf
mailto:mdigiovanni@communitycareks.org
https://www.evergy.com/community/community-involvement/requesting-donations
https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1086/Isolation-Quarantine-Release-Graphic-KS-PDF---7-6-20
https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/359/FAQs-for-Pregnant-Perinatal-Populations-PDF---7-6-20?bidId=
https://www.communitycareks.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/KDHE-COVID-19-Employee-Health-Screening-Form-1.pdf
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/coronavirus-frequently-asked-questions
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From the Department of Health and Human Services 

HHS awarded more than $21 million to support health centers’ COVID-19 response, with the majority of 
the funding going to Health Center Program look-alikes (LALs). The Sharon Lee Family Health Center 
received almost $180,000 to expand its capacity for testing.  

From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

The CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) examines COVID-19 Among Workers in 
Meat and Poultry Processing Facilities. It can be found here. 

From the U.S. Department of Transportation 

The DOT recently issued a safety advisory notice for the transportation of COVID-19 Diagnostic Samples 
to ensure proper marking and packaging of nasal swabs, vials of sputum and other testing related items. 
The notice can be found here. 

 

 

 
   

Visit the Community Care website here to access  
the most recent edition of What We Know for Now  

and access to the Community Care COVID-19 resources. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6927e2.htm?s_cid=mm6927e2_w
https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/files/2020-06/UN3373%20COVID%2019%20Safety%20Advisory.pdf
https://www.communitycareks.org/

