
KANSAS STATEWIDE STRATEGY
COVID-19 Specimen Collection & Testing

For more information, visit kdheks.gov/coronavirus

Department of Health
and Environment

Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) has developed a set of priorities, 
recommendations and strategies to increase testing for COVID-19 in the State of Kansas.

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
• Identify and monitor the statewide daily testing capacity by identifying available platforms and 

supplies across the state. 
• For most testing through the state laboratory persons must meet the PUI criteria. In some situations, 

such as outbreaks at congregate living facilities, both symptomatic and asymptomatic persons may 
be recommended for testing either at the state laboratory or at a private laboratory. 

• The testing target is to conduct diagnostic tests for approximately 2% of the Kansas population 
(60,000 tests) each month through the end of 2020. 

• To meet the 2% testing goal, United States Health and Human Services (HHS) will deliver large 
quantities of testing supplies to support the increased demand for testing.   

• KDHE has created a real-time map of all testing locations, their capacities and available testing 
platforms. 

• KDHE will support and assist with local health department coordinated “drive through” testing sites, 
mobile laboratory support or mobile collection support to provide the most efficient testing strategy 
for their needs.

TYPES OF TESTING
Molecular Testing: To confirm the presence or absence of the virus that causes COVID-19 disease. 
Used to diagnose COVID-19. 
Serological Testing: To confirm the presence or absence of antibodies produced by the body in 
response to a COVID-19 infection.  This testing is not used to detect current infection of COVID-19.  

TESTING FACILITIES
There are four significant testing facility types operational in Kansas for COVID-19 testing.  
1. Kansas Health and Environmental Laboratories 
2. Mobile Laboratories or Collection Teams  
3. Major commercial reference laboratories 
4. Local reference laboratories and captive laboratories  


