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What We Know Now 
May 22, 2020 

A daily compilation of the latest news surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic from the Community Care 
Network of Kansas. Visit our COVID-19 Resources page for complete, updated information. 

Community Care Member Update 

Data provided by Kansas health 
centers to HRSA for the week ending 
May 15 reveal: 

4,260 patients tested (5.6% of all 
Kansans tested; 76,434) 

• 48.9% are patients from 
racial/ethnic minority 
populations 

551 patients tested positive (6.2% of 
all testing positive; 8,958) 

• 85.7% patients testing 
positive are from racial and 
ethnic minority populations 

75.0% of health centers had test results in less than 24 hours; 93.8% have results in less than 3 days. 

Today’s Spotlight is on the importance of reaching Racial and Minority Populations, which are bearing a 
disproportionate share of positive COVID-19 cases. African Americans, for example, are accounting for 
31% of the cases in Kansas – nearly five times higher than their share of the population. (Above) Hunter 
Health CEO Amy Feimer, along with GraceMed Health Clinic CEO Venus Lee and CMO Dr. Julie Elder, 
provided free cloth masks to leaders in Wichita's African American community to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. Masks were presented to Senator Oletha Faust-Goudeau, Pastor C. Richard 
Kirkendoll, President of the Greater Wichita Ministerial League, and Kenya Cox, President of the Wichita 
branch of the NAACP. 

To reduce the impact of social isolation and identify mental health concerns, the Community Health 
Center in Cowley County’s behavioral health consultants call patients who have mental health 
conditions. These outreach calls are critical, as patients who struggle with anxiety, depression and other 
mental health disorders may experience an increase in symptoms during the pandemic. As a result, the 
behavioral health consultants identify patients in crisis or in need of mental health counseling. They 
provide referrals to community resources, such as food and transportation. The outreach calls also 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://www.communitycareks.org/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus/
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provide a means to familiarize patients with telehealth services for mental health and some medical 
care. “Perhaps the most important benefit to our outreach calls is letting patients know someone cares 
about them,” said Indy Fairbanks, LSCSW, LCAC. “The very best experience for me from outreach calls is 
‘hearing’ the smile on the other end of the line.” 

From KDHE/Governor’s Office 

Latest statistics: 8,958 positive cases in 88 counties, 185 deaths, 787 hospitalizations, and 67,476 
negative results. The state has 99 clusters (half are inactive at this point). 

Secretary Norman cautioned people about mass gatherings and to wear protective masks as the 
Memorial Day weekend begins. 

Today marked the beginning of Phase 2 (modified) of the plan to reopen the state economy. A summary 
of the phases can be found here. 

From the Statehouse 

Lawmakers reconvened for a one-day session that lasted almost 24 hours (adjourning about 8 a.m. 
today). Leaving the budget intact that passed before the financial impact of the pandemic was known, 
legislators focused on creating an oversight role for emergency management actions and spending. Tax 
policy was amended to ease or codify some income and property tax burdens during the pandemic. 
Unless a special session is called, lawmakers will not be back in the Statehouse as a body until January 
2021. 

From HRSA/Bureau of Primary Health Care  

Two FAQ sites recently added by HRSA (and to our Resource webpage) include one for Rural Health 
Policy and one for Look-Alike Health Centers (LALs). 

HRSA provided updated information in their FAQ page on community health centers providing contact 
tracing for their patients or on behalf of another entity. This provides important information clarifying 
the ability of health center to provide contact tracing for their patients (in-scope) or on behalf of 
another entity (out-of-scope/another line of business). 

From the National Association of Community Health Centers 

A new, helpful NACHC resource is a large spreadsheet that provides a summary of each federal COVID-
19 funding source from which health centers may have received funding, key deadlines for each, eligible 
expenses for each, and other important information in one consolidated document. Click here. 

From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Updated CDC guidance for dental settings can be found here. Highlights include: 
• Recommendations are provided for resuming non-emergency dental care during the COVID-19 

pandemic. 
• New information is included regarding facility and equipment considerations, sterilization and 

disinfection, and considerations for the use of test-based strategies to inform patient care. 

http://www.communitycareks.org/
https://covid.ks.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Reopen-Kansas-Framework-v6.2-5.19.20-At-a-Glance.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/coronavirus/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/coronavirus/frequently-asked-questions
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/program-opportunities/expanding-capacity-coronavirus-testing-health-care-look-alikes-faqs
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/coronavirus-frequently-asked-questions.html#faqs
http://www.communitycareks.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Federal-Funding-Sources-for-FQHCs-re-COVID-19.xlsx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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• Expanded recommendations for provision of dental care to both patients with COVID-19 and 
patients without COVID-19. 

 
 
   

 

Visit the Community Care website here to access  
the most recent edition of What We Know for Now  

and access to the Community Care COVID-19 resources. 
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